At once the
curtain in the
temple was torn
in two from top
to bottom.

Once again
Jesus
shouted,

The earth shook,
and rocks split
apart.

Graves opened, and many of
Gods people were raised to
life.

They left their graves and after
Jesus had risen to life, they
went into the holy city, where
they were seen by many people.

and then
he died.
The officer and the soldiers guarding
Jesus felt the earthquake and saw
everything else that happened.

They were frightened and said,
This man really
was Gods son!

Too late . . . Jesus was Gods son, but he was dead . . . it was all over.

OR WAS IT ?!

3 days after Jesus died, God raised him back to life to show that everything that
Jesus said was true!
God really does want us to be a part of his family and live for ever with him.
Colour in the dots on this picture to find out how you can live for ever.
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He was a normal kid, but God had said that
he would be a very special person. When
Jesus grew up, he healed people who were
sick. He walked on water. He said that God
wanted all people to be a part of his family.
He even brought dead people back to life! All
this showed that God was with Jesus, giving
him the power to do all the things he did.

A Dark Day is about
what happened to Jesus.
We dont know what he
looked like, but history
tells us he was a real
person who lived about
2000 years ago.

Jesus talked so much about God, and so many people followed him and believed what he said,
that the religious rulers of the time got worried. They were scared because so many people
were following Jesus, so they called a meeting and said,
What should we do? This man is
working a lot of miracles. If we dont
stop him now, everyone will put their
faith in him. Then the Romans will come
and destroy our temple and our nation.
They had him arrested, and put on trial for his life. They sent him to the Roman Governor,
Pilate, who couldnt see anything wrong with Jesus. Pilate called together the chief priests, the
leaders, and the people. He told them,
You brought Jesus to me and said he was a
troublemaker. But Ive questioned him here in
front of you, and I havent found him guilty of
anything that you say he has done. Herod didnt
find him guilty either and sent him back. This man
doesnt deserve to be put to death! Ill just
have him beaten with a whip and set free.

But the whole crowd shouted,

Kill Jesus!

... Pilate wanted to set Jesus
free, so he spoke again
to the crowds.
But they kept shouting,

Nail him to a
cross! Nail him
to a cross!

Finally Pilate gave in to the crowd, and handed Jesus over to be nailed to a cross.
At noon the sky turned
dark and stayed that way
until three oclock.

Then about that time
Jesus shouted,
Eli, Eli,
lema sabachtani?*

which means,
My God, my God, why
have you deserted me?

*

Some of the people standing One of them at once ran and grabbed
a sponge. He soaked it in wine, then
there heard
Hes calling
Others said,
Jesus and said,
for Elijah#. put it on a stick and held it
Wait! Lets
up to Jesus.
#
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see if Elijah
will come and
save him.

#
Elijah was a
man who spoke
for God 800
years before
Jesus was born.

