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What Do You See?
by Loraine Loach

Mark 8 is packed full . . .  it’s like a multivitamin or a banquet table.

In it, Jesus multiplies food, tells the Pharisees who are asking for a sign there will
be none, heals the blind man, asks His disciples who they think He is, God reveals to
Peter that Jesus is the Christ, Jesus tells them how He will die, Peter rebukes Jesus
then Jesus rebukes Peter, telling him that he doesn’t have God’s plan in mind. Finally,
Jesus gathers the crowd with His disciples and tells them how to be His followers.
Mark 8 is all about seeing or perceiving.

Who has seen the wind?

How do you measure the invisible? Has anyone seen
the wind? How can you measure something you can’t see?
Wind can be measured only when it moves clouds across
the sky or spins a wind gauge sticking up in the breeze.

But how do you clock the wind when the air is clear,
and you can’t put those wind gauges over millions of
square miles of ocean or polar ice cap, where lots of
energy is moving back and forth?

During World War II, my family lived near London, England. My mother made
drapes with black lining to keep the light from shining out at night. Although I was
born after those war years we still had those dreadful drapes. I can remember each
morning as my mother drew them back, the sunshine would invade the room and
you could see dust rise and fall on invisible currents of air.

Dr. Farzin Amzajerdian and Gary Spiers of UAH’s Center for Applied Optics,
working with NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center, plan to do that same thing
(on a very sophisticated level) with a Coherent Laser Radar (CLR).

From a satellite, CLR will aim an infrared laser beam into the atmosphere. The
time it takes the signal to return and the change in colour (the doppler shift) will tell
the speed and direction of air at hundreds of points under the satellite every second.

It is amazing what light does.

It is
amazing

what
light does.
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In Mark 8.22 Jesus heals a blind man. That blind
man was in darkness, stumbling around. He could
easily fall and injure himself because he wasn’t able to
see obstacles that were in his way. This man never
had the pleasure of looking at the face of his mom or
dad or any of his family. He couldn’t see the blue sky
or see the trees as they swayed in the breeze. He
couldn’t even see Jesus.

At first, when Jesus put mud on the man’s blind
eyes, he saw men like walking trees. That’s the way
we sometimes see, isn’t it? At first we may read the
Word and have an understanding, but perhaps we’re
really “seeing men like walking trees”, not having the
full revelation or understanding of what God is trying
to show or tell us.

But then Jesus touched his eyes again and he saw
clearly.

Sometimes we need Jesus to touch our eyes again
so we can really see because there may be obstacles in
our way.

Mark 8 begins with Jesus feeding the multitude.
It’s quite spectacular. Right there, out in a desolate
area, Jesus has compassion on the crowd and does the
impossible. He asks the disciples how many loaves
they have. There are only 5 loaves and 2 fish. But in
the master’s hands they become a banquet.

Later, He goes by boat with his disciples to
Magdala where some Pharisees
come to question and argue with
Him demanding a sign. He tells
them no sign shall be given.

Once again they get into the
boat and Jesus warns the disciples
to beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and the leaven of
Herod. But they think He is
speaking about them forgetting
to bring bread. They were seeing
men like walking trees. Jesus was
speaking to them about spiritual
things and they were thinking
about physical things.

What do you see?

Perceiving their thoughts, Jesus asks them why
they’re thinking that way? He says “don’t you
understand or discern? Are your hearts hardened?
Having eyes do you not see?”

Jesus reminds them of the feeding of the
multitudes. They had observed Him feed the crowd
twice before. He had prayed and the fish and loaves
has been multiplied and the people had been fed.
There had even been baskets full of leftovers. Had
they forgotten? You might say they saw men as
walking trees. They still didn’t get it.

Jesus had shown them the Father. You can almost
hear Him asking them: “Can you see Him now? Can
you see how He is the God of the impossible? Can
you see the Kingdom of Heaven where everything
you’ll ever need is provided for you?”

The disciples had seen many miracles, but still
they didn’t SEE. With the healing of the blind man,
Jesus demonstrated once again that their eyes needed
to be opened. Jesus not only opened his physical eyes
He also opened his spiritual eyes.

After this Jesus asked His disciples “Who do people
say I am?” and then “Who do you say I am?” It was
then that God opened Peter’s eyes and revealed Jesus
as the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
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Once we were in darkness and God opened our
eyes to reveal Jesus to us. Faith is seeing beyond the
temporal to the eternal – looking at those things that
are not seen. Moses by faith saw beyond the carnal
and temporal world of need and desire, want and lust

and “chose rather to
suffer affliction with the
people of God than to
enjoy the pleasure of
sin for a season . . .
esteeming the reproach
of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in
Egypt” (Hebrews 11.25-
26). This is the kind of

faith that Abraham had, a faith based upon spiritual
sight. The blessing of Abraham that is given to all
believers is the Spirit, who gave Abraham such clarity
of vision, the very Spirit that led him out of the
luxury and earthly security of Babylon to dwell in a
humble tent in an unknown land.

Jesus died to take away the veil that obscures
spiritual sight. Today let us open our hearts to Him
and pray that He open the eyes of our understanding
as we read the Scriptures, His love letter to us.

What do you see when you think of
the ministry of the Canadian Bible
Society?

Do you see the men, women and children that
are reading the Holy Scriptures in their own language
for the first time because you are a Bible-a-Month
Club member? Do you see the blank pages of a Bible
coming to life in a new translation like Inuktitut or
Haitian Creole so that others might say with heartfelt
thanks, “Now I know God speaks my language”?

The Canadian Bible Society has a vision to reach
every person with the life-giving Word of God, and
encourage its use. We work toward that goal, because
we know that the Bible has the power to change
hearts and lives.

Your gifts through our charitable gift annuity
program, gifts of life insurance, charitable remainder
trusts and other donations are helping to make the
work of translation, publication and distribution
possible.

Please fill in the Action Response Card with this
newsletter to receive information on the many
strategic ways you can plan a gift for today or to send
into the future to ensure the work of the ministry.

Christian sources like SIL tell us that there are
more than 6,500 languages in the world today. The
Bible is now available in 414 languages. Parts of the
Bible have been translated into 2,355 languages. The
number of languages that have a complete New
Testament is 1,068 worldwide.

What do you see?

There is a book on the shelf that has “The Holy
Bible” on the cover, but when opened, you discover
it is filled with blank pages. What do you see?

Someone is waiting… for the next translation in
the language of their heart. They’re waiting for the
Father’s Love Letter.

Can you
see Him

now?

Jesus died to take away
the veil that obscures

spiritual sight.
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CBS Gift Annuity Plans
Share the Word of God as You Share the Benefits

With a Canadian Bible Society Gift Annuity, you’ll receive a fixed income for as long as you live. While
you enjoy a great rate of return and financial stability during your lifetime, the remaining principal of
the gift annuity goes towards the ministries of the Society when you pass on.

Mr. and Mrs. Jones of Halifax are both retired, and are 73 and 66. They’re looking for a secure way to
supplement their retirement income while they’re still living and, when they pass on, and to leave the principal
of the fund to a charity that they believe in. They choose a Canadian Bible Society Annuity.

I.B. of Vancouver wants to use the funds in her estate to help her long-time friends and her favourite charity,
the Canadian Bible Society. She learns she can do both by leaving instructions in her Will that a Canadian Bible
Society Gift Annuity be purchased for her two friends. These two friends will be able to receive a fixed income
from the annuity for the rest of their lives.

Mrs. Clark wants to give a birthday gift to her sister. Having enjoyed her own gift annuity for years, she believes
a gift annuity would be a perfect gift, because it will give her sister a monthly income as well as help support
the Canadian Bible Society.

The gift annuity is a powerful method for maximizing the value of your resources now and in the future. A
Canadian Bible Society Gift Annuity can be a tool for caring for your loved ones, and helping further the
mission of the Canadian Bible Society.

How a Canadian Bible Society Annuity Works

What is a charitable gift annuity?

An annuity is established when a supporter irrevocably transfers
principal (i.e. cash, securities, etc.) of $5,000 or more to the
Canadian Bible Society and submits a completed annuity
application.

This annuity is a legal contract (i.e. annuity agreement), under
which the Society agrees to pay the annuitant a lifetime income
at a yearly rate that is determined by the annuitant’s age when
the annuity is established.

In most cases, the supporter will also be the annuitant.
However, the supporter may designate another person as the
annuitant.

You have ten days after sending in your payment to change your
mind. After the ten days, the amount donated to a gift annuity
plan cannot be returned under any circumstances. At the time
of the annuitant’s death, the portion of the donation remaining
becomes available for the work of the charity.

The Society will pay a fixed income for your lifetime, based on
your age and according to the rate offered at the time the
annuity commences. The rate tables have been structured by a
qualified actuary and incorporate a gift element to the Society.
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Single Gift Annuity

Mrs. Clark wants to give a birthday gift to
her sister. Having enjoyed her own gift
annuity for years, she believes a gift annuity
would be a perfect gift, because it will give
her sister a monthly income as well as help
support the Bible Society.

Her sister, Miss Smith, is 82 years old. If the
annuity rate is 8.9%, and Mrs. Clark wants
to give her sister a $10,000 gift annuity,
then her annual income will be $890 (tax
free). Mrs. Clark will also receive a one-time
charitable tax receipt of $2,736.77 which
can be used in the year the gift annuity was
established or can be carried over for up to
five years.

Joint Life Gift Annuity

Mr. and Mrs. Jones, both retired, are 73 and 66.
They’re looking for a secure way to supplement their
retirement income while they’re living and, when they
pass on, to leave the principal of the fund to a charity
that they believe in.

They want to establish a joint life gift annuity of
$25,000. Based on the current rate schedule, the rate of
return will be 5.6%, giving them an annual income of
$1,400. Of this income, 29.3% ($410.20) will be
taxable and the remaining 70.7% ($989.80) is tax-free.

Furthermore, for income tax purposes, gift annuity
income is considered pension income. As Mr. and Mrs.
Jones are over 65 years old, they can apply such income
against their Pension Tax Credit up to a maximum of
$1,000.

Note:   The rates given here are for illustration purposes only. Please make sure you obtain an official quotation
by contacting our Development team. And please seek professional advice from your tax, legal or financial
advisor before making any decision.

The payment frequency (monthly, quarterly, semi-
annually or annually) is determined at the time of
application. There are no administration fees.

What about income taxes?

Revenue Canada considers a large part of the
payments you receive from a gift annuity to be tax-
exempt. In addition, the part, if any, which is taxable
is considered pension income and may be eligible for
the Pension Tax Credit.

In some cases (for those who are more senior in age)
the total income is non-taxable and a one-time
charitable receipt representing a minimum of 20% of
the total gift annuity, would be issued in the year
when the annuity is created.

What is the annuity rate?

Upon request, the Canadian Bible Society will gladly
provide a quotation outlining the payments to you at
your specific age(s), the choice of payment frequencies
and the dates. The rates are calculated based on your
age. The quotation will indicate the portion of
payments which are taxable and those that are non-

taxable. It will also include the amount of the
charitable receipt which would be issued.

The quotation does not in itself constitute an
agreement and will contain an expiry date after which
the rate may not necessarily apply.

What about the security of the income?

The security of annuity payments is supported by an
investment fund. This fund is identified separately
from all other funds of the Society. A qualified
actuary, William M. Mercer Limited, periodically
reviews both the reserve requirements and the
investment portfolio.

What about the issuer?

These gift annuities are issued by the Canadian Bible
Society, which is registered with Revenue Canada
under Charitable Business No. 11882 9647 RR0001.
The Society work first started in Canada in 1804 and
has been issuing annuities since 1926.

Can gift annuities benefit my family?

Yes. Here are some examples.
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Did You

Know…

Dynamics

of Your CBS Annuity

By planning a deferred gift to CBS, you are making a promise for the future
– a promise that ensures the Society will have sufficient funds for our
continued ministry.

1. A CBS annuity pays an agreed lifetime income. The rate is determined by the annuitant’s life
expectancy when the agreement is established.

2. A CBS joint-life annuity pays income throughout the two lives of the annuitants. On the death
of one annuitant, the surviving annuitant continues to receive the same lifetime income.

3. The funds are held by a trust company that is partially managed by an independent investment
firm. Their performance levels are monitored on a ongoing basis to ensure optimum results and
security of the trust.

4. A CBS annuity pays significant tax-exempt income.

5. A CBS annuity can entitle some annuitants (depending on age) to an immediate tax receipt. The
Bible Society will make the calculation for you.

6. A CBS annuity may be funded with a minimum of $5,000, and you may establish a new annuity
for yourself, or someone of your choice, at any time.

7. A CBS annuity is backed by over 70 years of success. Since 1926, the Bible Society has promptly
and fully met its obligations to every annuitant.

8. No administration fees!

9. A CBS annuity makes a perfect birthday, confirmation, graduation, wedding, Christmas,
anniversary or retirement gift, for loved ones, friends, pastors/missionaries, etc.

10. A CBS annuity may be created by your Will. You can remember loved ones, friends, etc. with a
gift made through your estate.

11. A CBS annuity may be dedicated as a memorial gift. The bereaved family will be notified of the
gift by a special card.

12. Every CBS annuity substantially helps the Bible Society plan to accomplish its future projects.
Our sole purpose is to encourage a wider distribution of the Holy Scriptures without doctrinal
note or comment, at a price that people can afford.

Find out what a CBS Gift Annuity can do for you and the Society.
Contact the Development Office at 1-800-465-2425.

12

The Canadian Bible Society is a member in good standing of the Canadian Charitable Annuity Association
(CCAA). As such, the Society’s charitable gift annuities program meets the ethical and financial standards of the
Association. More information on the CCAA is available at http://www.charitableannuities.org.
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The Bible, the written Word
of God, given through a
number of His chosen men
over many years, has survived
innumerable attempts to
destroy it. But God has
preserved it and kept His
Promises to the present day.

During my long life, I
have found God to be true
to His Promises for every
area of life. John 3.16
promises the gift of security
for time and eternity through

the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Where His gift is accepted by faith, He gives His
Holy Spirit to live His own Life in us. He promises
never to leave or forsake us. He has never failed in
His Word to me.

Psalm 121.7-8 and 2 Timothy 4.18 are promises
for protection and deliverance from evil and His
constant daily coverage to keep us. He gives the
assurance and sure hope we will reach God’s Heavenly
Kingdom in due time.

Many times I have marveled at the narrow escapes
I have had from danger involving cars. One time was
when a space, just enough to allow a sheet of paper to
pass through between cars, prevented a real disaster.
Other times, injuries, large or small, were cared for in
such a way that God’s hand was clearly seen.

Philippians 4.19 promises supply for all our needs
from God’s riches by Jesus Christ. I have found this
includes needs in all categories. Many years before
government help, a large hospital bill I couldn’t meet
was fully paid in an unexpected way. Widowed many
years later, I lived alone for several years, and then felt
led to move into a retirement home. Events moved

He Has

Never

Failed Me
by J. Abrams

The Lesson of the

Homeless Man

It was a cold winter’s day that Sunday. The
parking lot to the church was filling up quickly.
I noticed as I got out of my car, fellow church

members were whispering among themselves as they
walked into the church.

As I got closer I saw a man leaned up against
the wall outside the church. He was almost lying
down as if he was asleep. He had on a long trench
coat that was almost in shreds and a hat topped his
head, pulled down so you could not see his face.
He wore shoes that looked 30 years old, too small
for his feet, with holes all over them, his toes
sticking out.

I assumed this man was homeless, and asleep,
so I walked on and went inside.

We all fellowshipped for a few minutes, then
someone brought up the man lying outside. People
snickered and gossiped but no one bothered to ask
him to come in, including me.

A few moments later the service began. We all
waited for the Pastor to take his place and to give
us the Word, when the doors to the church opened.

In came the homeless man walking down the
aisle with his head down.

People gasped and whispered and made faces.

He made his way down the aisle and up onto
the pulpit where he took off his hat and coat. My
heart sank.

There stood our pastor . . . he was the “home-
less man.”

No one said a word.

The pastor took his Bible and laid it on the
stand.

“Folks, I don’t think I have to tell you what I
am preaching about today. If you judge people, you
have no time to love them.”

 – Unknown Author
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told them to ask anything in His Name, after His
departure, and He would do it.

At one time, storm bound due to weather, two
friends took refuge with us. Unable to go out for
needed provisions, I could only trust for help as I had
only a few slices of bread for sandwiches. To my
amazement, when I used what I had to make them,
there was enough for all and some left over.

Late one night, the gas would not burn through
the fresh coal needed in the furnace. Afraid to leave
it, I prayed, and the blue flame came up shortly after.

In many situations regarding material things,
relationships, needed guidance, financial matters and
needs large and small, He has never failed me. I’m
also very thankful for the “no” and “wait” answers I
have received. “Our small things are great to His love
and our big things small to His power.”

Obedience to Proverbs 3.6-7 will light our way.
It is with a cheerful heart that I give when and where
He leads. As a supporter of the Canadian Bible
Society, God has led me in my giving. I benefit from
the Charitable Gift Annuity program by receiving
monthly income from annuities I’ve established. My
annuity is providing me with an income for my needs
on a regular basis and sending finances into the future
for the work of the ministry of the Bible Society. As a
Bible-a-Month Club member, I’m helping to change
hearts and lives all around the world. The Word of
God is the most important gift I can give.

quickly. Unexpectedly, an apartment became available,
my house sold immediately, the furniture was sold
and the move was taken care of, all in a relatively
short time.

After 8 months, I had a fall one Sunday after
church during a fellowship time. I was rushed to the
hospital where I discovered my hip was broken. But
again the Lord was taking care of me. I arrived at the
hospital on the day that the surgeon was just leaving
for his vacation. He said “I’ll do the operation right
now.” And he did. I am so glad I have a heavenly
Father who looks after me. For family reasons it was
necessary for me to move and once again needs were
met as the way was opened. An apartment became
available and the move to another city cared for.
God was again my Provider and my daughter His
instrument. Even during the injury, God paved
the way.

We desire to follow God’s will but at times we
are unsure of His leading. Psalm 32.8 promises His
sure direction. Once I had to make a very difficult
decision about an important matter. After prayer and
waiting, the answer was given and with it a deep
sense of peace.

So many times I have needed the correction
2 Timothy 3.16 speaks of. Once I was very angry
over something now long forgotten. Reading in the
Book of Job the words from a verse: “Dost thou well
to be angry?” leaped off the paper and transfixed me.
I was convicted of sin and repented. God knows all
and in His love corrects us.

The first promises I received when my dear
husband died was Psalm 46.1. God was my source of
strength and my constant help in those dark days. My
husband was a young man and I felt devastated and
helpless. God gave me the picture of the quiet calm
of the ocean depths while a violent storm raged on
the surface. The calm of the depths remained
unchanged. God gave peace to my heart.

When other loved ones were later “called home”,
I found the truth of 2 Corinthians 1.3 was added
confirmation and proof of my experiences. The
storms of life pass, but God gives us His unchanging
calm and peace in our hearts.

Before Jesus returned to His Father, He gave
instructions to His disciples concerning the way they
were to live after He ascended. In John 14.13-14 He


